
 

 

151.002 Definitions. 

For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly 

indicates or requires a different meaning. 

 

ACCESSORY USE. See USE, ACCESSORY.  

ADMINSTRATIVE, EXECUTIVE AND PROFESSIONAL OFFICES. A facility or 

establishment providing executive, management, administrative or professional services. 

This term does not include medical or dental services or the sale of merchandise, except as 

incidental to the principal use 

ADULT. A person 18 years of age or older.  

ADULT DAY CARE. A program of services provided to functionally impaired adults for a period 

of less than 24 hours during the day. ADULT DAY CARE is intended to maintain functionally 

impaired adults in the community and to prevent or delay institutionalization.  

ADULT DAY CARE CENTER. A facility that provides adult day care to functionally impaired 

adults on a regular basis for periods of less than 24 hours a day in a setting other than a participant’s 

home or the residence of the facility operator.  

ADULT (ENTERTAINMENT) ESTABLISHMENTS. An establishment where sexually-

oriented materials provided for use, consumption, enjoyment or entertainment, or which is 

distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on the description or display of specified sexual 

activities, or which is distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on the description or display 

of specified anatomical areas. For full definition and restrictions for Adult Establishments see City 

Code Chapter 130.67. 

AGRICULTURAL USE.  

A. The use of land for the growing or production of field crops, livestock, or livestock 

products, including, but not limited to, the following:  

1. Field crops such as barley, soy beans, corn, hay, oats, potatoes, rye, sorghum, and 

sunflowers;  

2. Livestock such as dairy and beef cattle, goats, horses, ponies, sheep, hogs, poultry, 

game birds, dogs, deer, rabbits, mink, and bees; or  

3. Livestock products such as milk, butter, cheese, eggs, meat, fur, and honey.  

B. This term does not include the use of land as a commercial feed lot or for processing any 

agricultural product. 

AGRICULTURE RESEARCH FACILITY. Facilities specifically operated for the purpose of 

conducting research in the production of agricultural crops, including research developing plant 

varieties. This term specifically excludes research regarding the development or research of soil 
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conditioners, fertilizers, or other chemical additives placed in or on the soil or for the experimental 

raising of animals. 

AIRPORT or HELIPORT. Any land or structure which is principally used or intended for use 

for the landing and takeoffs of aircraft, and any land or structure accessory thereto. 

ALLEY. A public right-of-way which affords a secondary means of access to abutting property.  

ANIMAL HOSPITAL/VETERINARIAN CLINIC. An establishment providing medical and 

surgical treatment of domestic animals, including grooming and boarding for not more than 30 

days if incidental to the medical care. This term shall include an animal crematorium as an 

accessory use. 

AREA IDENTIFICATION SIGN. See SIGN, AREA IDENTIFICATION.  

ASSISTED LIVING HOUSING FACILITY. A housing facility for persons who need assistance 

with their daily living needs, including special support services such as meal preparation, 

housekeeping, medical care, transportation, or cognitive needs assistance, including memory care 

assistance. 

ATTACHED DWELLING. A building composed of more than 1 dwelling unit which share 

common wall(s). The individual dwelling units are designed for and occupied exclusively by 1 

family.  

BANKS OR FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS. AN establishment with the primary purpose of 

deposit banking, including, but not limited to, commercial banks, bank and trust companies, 

savings institutions and credit unions. 

BASEMENT. A portion of a building located wholly or partially below grade. For purposes of §§ 

151.085 through 151.094 (Floodplain Overlay Zone), BASEMENT includes any area of a 

structure, including crawl spaces, having its floor or base below ground level on all 4 sides, 

regardless of the depth of excavation below ground level.  

BED AND BREAKFAST INN. A building in which lodging and meals are provided for 

compensation and which is open to the traveling public for a stay not to exceed 30 days.  

BILLBOARD. See SIGN, ADVERTISING. 

BLUFF. A topographic feature wholly or partially within the Shoreland Overlay Zone rising at 

least 25 feet above the ordinary high water level of the waterbody and having an average grade 

from the toe of the bluff to a point at least 25 feet above the ordinary high water level of at least 

30% and which slope drains toward the waterbody. The term does not include any area which has 

an average slope of less than 18% over a distance of 50 feet or more.  

BREWERY(SMALL). A facility that produces for sale beer, ale, or other beverages made from 

malt by fermentation and containing not less than 1/2 of 1% alcohol by volume. A Small 

Brewery is one which produces 20,000 barrels or less annually. 
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BREWPUB. A small brewery that operates a restaurant on the same premises as the brewery, 

whose malt liquor production per calendar year may be limited by Minnesota state statute.  

BUILDING. Any structure having a roof which may provide shelter or enclosure for persons, 

animals, or things.  

BUSINESS COMPLEX. A building or group of connected buildings containing 2 or more 

businesses.  

CAR WASH. An establishment providing washing, waxing or cleaning of motor vehicles 

including access and queuing lanes. This term includes both a Car Wash as a primary use and as 

an accessory use. 

CHURCH. Any establishment, together with its accessory structures and uses, in which persons 

regularly assemble for religious worship and which is maintained and controlled by a religious 

body organized to sustain public worship.  

CLASS I RESTAURANT. See RESTAURANT, CLASS I.  

CLASS II RESTAURANT. See RESTAURANT, CLASS II.  

CLINIC. Any establishment where human patients are examined or treated by licensed 

practitioners not involving overnight stays, For this purpose, LICENSED PRACTITIONERS 

includes physicians, dentists, osteopaths, chiropractors, optometrists, psychologists, therapists, 

and physical therapists.  

CLUB. Any establishment operated for social, recreational, or educational purposes open only to 

members and not to the general public.  

COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES. A private or public college, community college, technical 

school or other post-secondary educational facility primarily engaged in the education of students. 

This term may include, but is not limited to, teaching and educational facilities, classrooms, 

laboratories, offices or other associated uses. This term does not include dormitory facilities or 

other living arrangements. 

COLUMBARIA. A place such as a vault for the usually public storage of cremated human 

remains within cinerary urns. Columbaria are accessory to places of worship, cemeteries or 

mausoleums. 

COMMERCIAL FEEDLOTS. A facility which is used for the confined feeding of livestock or 

other animals for food, fur, pleasure or resale purposes. This includes yards, lots, pens, buildings 

or other areas or structures. 

COMMERCIAL RECREATION.  

1. MAJOR. A structure or open space designed, constructed, and operated by private 

enterprise for recreational purposes and open to the general public. The minimum area shall 

be 150 acres on either 1 lot or contiguous parcels under 1 ownership, in which 50% of the 

lot or parcels are permanently developed. The facility shall abut a street designated in the 

Formatted: All Capts, Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri),

11 pt

Formatted: All Capts, Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri),

11 pt

Formatted: All Capts, Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri),

11 pt

Formatted: All Capts, Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri),

11 pt



 

 

comprehensive plan as a principal arterial, minor arterial, or collector street. Such facilities 

may include amusement parks, Class A licensed horse racetracks, and similar enterprises.  

2. MINOR. A structure or open space designed, constructed, and operated by private 

enterprise for recreational purposes and open to the general public. The facility must meet 

the minimum lot size of the zone. MINOR COMMERCIAL RECREATION 

FACILITIES shall be all commercial recreation facilities which do not meet the standards 

of a major commercial recreation facility. Such facilities may include bowling alleys, 

tennis courts, campgrounds, and similar uses.  

COMMERCIAL VEHICLE. See VEHICLE, COMMERCIAL.  

COMMUNICATION SERVICE DEVICE(S)/APPARATUS. Any structure or device used for 

the purpose of collecting or radiating electromagnetic waves, including, but not limited to, 

directional antennas, such as panels, microwave dishes, and satellite dishes, and omni-directional 

antennas, such as whips.  

COMMUNICATION SERVICES. Licensed commercial wireless communication services 

including cellular, personal communication services (PCS), enhanced specialized mobilized radio 

(ESMR), paging, and similar services.  

COMMUNITY GARDEN.  A private or public facility for cultivation of fruits, flowers, 

vegetables, or ornamental plants by more than one person or family. 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN. The compilation of the goals, policy statements, standards, 

programs, and maps for guiding the physical, social, and economic development, both public and 

private, of the city and its environs, as most recently adopted by the City Council and approved by 

the Metropolitan Council. The term includes any unit or part of such plan and any amendment 

thereto.  

CONDITIONAL USE. See USE, CONDITIONAL.  

CORNER LOT. See LOT, CORNER.  

CO-WORKING SPACE. A facilitated environment which may contain desks or other 

workspaces and facilities which are used by a recognized membership who share the site in order 

to work remotely and/or collaborate with each other as part of a community.  Rules for membership 

and participation in the co-working space are explicit, transparent and are available to by the 

public.  Fabrication tools are limited to those which do not generate noise or pollutants in excess 

of what is customary within a typical office environment. 

CREMATORIUM: A facility in which human remains are destroyed through incineration, 

alkaline hydrolysis or another similar method. 

DAY CARE FACILITY. A facility licensed by the state to provide care for a child outside of the 

child’s own home for gain or otherwise, on a regular basis, for any part of a 24-hour day. For this 

purpose, a CHILD is a person who is under 18 years of age.  

DETACHED DWELLING. A dwelling unit having open space on all sides.  

Formatted: All Capts, Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri),

11 pt, Not Bold

Formatted: All Capts, Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri),

11 pt, Pattern: Clear

Formatted: All Capts, Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri),

11 pt, Pattern: Clear

Formatted: Left

Formatted: Pattern: Clear (White)



 

 

DIRECTIONAL SIGN. See SIGN, DIRECTIONAL.  

DISTILLERY. A facility that produces ethyl alcohol, hydrated oxide of ethyl, spirits of wine, 

whiskey, rum, brandy, gin, or other distilled spirits, including all dilutions and mixtures thereof, 

for non- industrial use.  

DISTILLERY (MICRO). A facility that produces ethyl alcohol, hydrated oxide of ethyl, spirits 

of wine, whiskey, rum, brandy, gin, or other distilled spirits, including all dilutions and mixtures 

thereof, for non-industrial use. A Micro Distillery produces 40,000 proof gallons or less annually. 

DRIVE THROUGH FACILITY. A facility that accommodates vehicles from which the 

occupant(s) of the vehicle may make purchases or other business transactions, including the 

stacking space in which vehicles wait. Examples may include, but are not limited to, restaurant 

drive throughs, bank drive throughs and pharmacy drive throughs. A Drive Through Facility may 

be an accessory or primary use. 

DWELLING. A building or portion thereof designed for residential purposes and providing 

complete living facilities for 1 family.  

DWELLING, DETACHED. A dwelling unit having open space on all sides.  

DWELLING, MULTIPLE-FAMILY. A dwelling unit which shares 1 or more common walls, 

as well, as common ceiling and/or floor with adjoining dwelling unit(s), which is designed for and 

occupied exclusively by 1 family, and which does not have separate access to the outdoors.  

DWELLING, SINGLE-FAMILY. A dwelling unit which has open space on all sides and is 

designed for and occupied exclusively by 1 family.  

DWELLING, SINGLE-FAMILY ATTACHED. A dwelling unit sharing 1 or more common 

walls with an adjoining dwelling unit, which is designed for and occupied exclusively by 1 family, 

and which has separate access to the outdoors.  

EASEMENT. A grant by a property owner of the use of land by the public or appurtenant to 

another property for a specific purpose or purposes.  

EXHIBIT SPACE OR INTERPRETIVE CENTER. A facility which formally displays 

educational, cultural, or historical artifacts or materials for viewing by and open to the general 

public. This may include, but not limited to, museums, art galleries, aquariums and planetariums.  

EXISTING. Any structure or use which was in place or for which a building permit had been 

issued, and any lot which had been preliminarily platted, as of the effective date of this chapter. In 

order to have an existing lot for a two-family dwelling, the lot must have 2 sanitary sewer stubs.  

EXTERIOR STORAGE or OPEN STORAGE. The storage of goods, materials, equipment, 

manufactured products, or similar items, not fully enclosed by a building, on a 24-hour-a-day basis 

for at least 7 days per year.  

FAMILY. Any number of individuals related by blood, marriage, or adoption, or up to 4 

individuals not so related living together as a single housekeeping unit.  
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FARM WINERY. A winery operated by the owner of a state farm and producing table, sparkling, 

or fortified wines from grapes, grape juice, other fruit bases, or honey with a majority of the 

ingredients grown or produced in Minnesota. A FARM WINERY may include a tasting room.  

FENCE. Any partition, structure, wall, or gate erected as a dividing marker, barrier, or enclosure 

and located along a property boundary, or within a lot.  

FLOOD. A temporary increase in the flow or stage of a stream or in the stage of a wetland or lake 

which results in the inundation of normally dry areas.  

FLOOD FREQUENCY. The frequency for which it is expected that a specific flood state or 

discharge may be equalled or exceeded.  

FLOOD FRINGE. That portion of the floodplain outside of the floodway. FLOOD FRINGE is 

synonymous with the term FLOODWAY FRINGE used in the flood insurance study for the city.  

FLOODPLAIN. The bed of a wetland or lake, or the channel of a watercourse, and areas adjoining 

the bed or channel, which have been or hereafter may be covered by the regional flood.  

FLOOD-PROOFING. A combination of structural provisions, changes, or adjustments to 

properties and structures subject to flooding primarily for the reduction or elimination of flood 

damages.  

FLOODWAY. The bed of a wetland or lake and the channel of the watercourse and those portions 

of the adjoining floodplain which are reasonably required to carry or store the regional flood 

discharge.  

FLOOR AREA. The sum of the gross horizontal areas of the several floors of the building 

measured from the exterior faces of the exterior walls. The term shall include basements, but not 

porches, balconies, breezeways, or attic areas having a head room of less than 7 feet 6 inches.  

FLOOR AREA RATIO. The numerical value obtained through dividing the floor area of a 

building by the area of the lot or parcel of land on which such building is located.  

FREE STANDING SIGN. See SIGN, FREE STANDING.  

FRONTAGE. That boundary of a lot which abuts an existing or dedicated street.  

FRONT LOT LINE. See LOT LINE, FRONT.  

FRONT YARD. See YARD, FRONT.  

FUNCTIONALLY IMPAIRED ADULT. An adult having a condition that includes:  

1. Having substantial difficulty in carrying out 1 or more of the essential major activities of 

daily living, such as caring for oneself, performing manual tasks, walking, seeing, hearing, 

speaking, breathing, learning, and working;  

2. Having a disorder of thought or mood that significantly impairs judgment, behavior, 

capacity to recognize reality, or ability to cope with the ordinary demands of life; and  



 

 

3. Requiring support to maintain independence in the community.  

FUNERAL HOME.  An establishment providing services involving the care, preparation and 

disposition of human remains. This includes the assembly for ceremonial purposes. This term 

may include mortuaries, columbaria and crematoriums as accessory uses. 

GARAGE. An accessory building or portion of a principal building, which is used primarily for 

storing personal vehicles. 

GOVERNMENT SIGN. See SIGN, GOVERNMENT. 

GRAIN ELEVATOR. A facility utilized for the purposes of the bulk storage of grains and 

containing equipment for the intake, movement and distribution of grains. 

 

GROUP FAMILY DAY CARE FACILITY. Any facility licensed by the state to provide day 

care for no more than 14 children at any 1 time, including all children of the care giver when the 

children are present at the facility. For this purpose, CHILDREN are persons who are under 18 

years of age.  

HEALTH AND ATHLETIC FACILITY. An establishment for the conduct of indoor and 

outdoor sports and exercise activities, including related locker and shower facilities, offices and 

classrooms. 

HEIGHT. For a building, HEIGHT is the vertical distance between the ground and the top of the 

cornice of a flat roof, a point on the roof directly above the highest wall of a shed roof, or one-half 

the distance between the lowest eave in the highest roof section and the top of the highest gable on 

a pitched or hip roof. For any other structure, HEIGHT shall be the vertical distance between the 

ground and the highest point of the structure. For new construction, the ground level shall be the 

original or pre-construction average ground elevation adjoining the structure’s footprint; for 

existing construction, the ground level shall be the average ground elevation of the structure.  

HOME OCCUPATION. Any gainful occupation or profession engaged in by the occupant of a 

dwelling at or from the dwelling when carried on within a dwelling unit or an accessory building.  

HORSE CARE USE. A facility or establishment which regularly provides services or facilities 

for the boarding, training, showing, grooming, veterinary care or use of horses. 

HOSPITAL. A state-licensed institution or facility providing primary health care services and 

medical, psychiatric or surgical care for use beyond 24 hours to persons suffering from illness, 

disease, injury, deformity and other physical or mental conditions. This term includes offices for 

medical and dental personnel, pharmacies, medical laboratories and other related uses. 

HOTEL. A building, other than a bed and breakfast inn, used as a temporary residence by the 

traveling public, in which ingress and egress to and from all rooms is made through an inside 

lobby.  
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HOUSING FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES. Residential facilities in which on-site 

services, such as case management and peer support, are available to tenants who are disabled. 

This term does not include transitional housing, senior housing, or other state-licensed housing. 

ILLUMINATED SIGN. See SIGN, ILLUMINATED.  

IMPERVIOUS SURFACE PERCENTAGE. The area of any lot covered by material which is 

impervious to penetration by water, divided by the total lot area.  

INSTITUTIONAL SIGN. See SIGN, INSTITUTIONAL.  

INTERIOR LOT. See LOT, INTERIOR.  

JUNKYARD. Any area where used, waste, discarded, or salvage materials are bought, sold, 

exchanged, stored, baled, cleaned, patched, disassembled, or handled; including scrap iron and 

other metals, paper, rags, rubber products, bottles, and used construction materials, but excluding 

refuse or the storage of material in conjunction with construction or a manufacturing process.  

KENNEL. An establishment where dogs, cats or other domesticated animals, as permitted, are 

boarded for compensation or where dogs, cats or other domesticated animals, as permitted, are 

bred or raised for sale purposes. 

LANDSCAPING. Plantings such as trees, grass, or shrubs.  

LANDSCAPING AND SERVICE CONTRACTOR SHOPS. An establishment used for the 

repair, maintenance or storage of the contractor’s vehicles, equipment, or materials which operate 

from said establishment and may include offices for the purposes of the contracting or landscaping 

business. 

LOADING SPACE. A space accessible from a street, alley, or driveway for the use of vehicles 

while loading or unloading merchandise or materials.  

LOT. An area, parcel, or tract of land which was created or is recognized as a lot under Ch. 150.  

LOT AREA. The area of a lot on a horizontal plane bounded by the lot lines, excluding dedicated 

rights-of-way.  

LOT, CORNER. A lot situated at the junction of, and abutting on 2 or more intersecting streets, 

or a lot at the point of deflection in alignment of a continuous street, the interior angle of which 

does not exceed 135 degrees.  

LOT DEPTH. The mean horizontal distance between the front lot line and the rear lot line.  

LOT, INTERIOR. A lot other than a corner lot.  

LOT LINE. A line bounding a lot, except that where any portion of a lot extends into a street, the 

line of such street shall be the LOT LINE.  

LOT LINE, FRONT. The boundary of a lot which abuts a street. In the case of a corner lot, the 

term shall mean the shortest dimension abutting a street. For any lot other than a corner lot which 
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abuts more than 1 street, all boundaries abutting and parallel to the streets shall be FRONT LOT 

LINES.  

LOT LINE, REAR. The boundary of a lot which is opposite or most distant from the front lot 

line.  

LOT LINE, SIDE. Any boundary of a lot which is not a front lot line or a rear lot line.  

LOT WIDTH. The horizontal distance between the side lot lines of a lot measured parallel to the 

front lot line and at the building setback line.  

MAKERS SPACE. A co-working space which allows members access to a variety of technology 

tools such as computers, arts and crafts supplies and tools for fabrication. 

MALT LIQUOR. Any beer, ale, or other beverage made from malt by fermentation and 

containing not less than one-half of 1% alcohol by volume.  

MANUFACTURED HOME. Any structure, transportable in 1 or more sections, which in the 

traveling mode, is 8 body feet or more in width or 40 body feet or more in length, or, when erected 

on site, is 320 or more square feet, and which is built on a permanent chassis and designed to be 

used as a dwelling with or without a permanent foundation when connected to the required utilities, 

and includes the plumbing, heating, air conditioning, and electrical systems contained therein.  

MANUFACTURING (WITH STORAGE). A facility or establishment where manufacturing, 

fabrication, processing, assembly, and storage operations, except those involving a project that fits 

within one of the mandatory EIS categories under MN Rules 4410.4400. 

MANUFACTURING (WITHOUT STORAGE). A facility or establishment where 

manufacturing, fabrication, processing, and assembly operations conducted are entirely within an 

enclosed building, except those involving a project that fits within one of the mandatory EIS 

categories under MN Rules 4410.4400. 

MASSAGE ESTABLISHMENT.  

1. An establishment where the principal use and service is providing therapeutic massage as 

defined in Chapter 116 of this code, including any enterprise, establishment, or operation, 

whether under control of an individual or legal entity, providing or offering to provide 

massage therapy services within the city for a fee or other consideration paid either directly 

or indirectly, that:  

1. Has one or more massage therapists employed or contacted to provide massage 

therapy services for the massage establishment; or  

2. Is in a fixed location within the city wherein massage therapy services are provided.  

2. Any health or medical facility, office, or clinic operated by state licensed medical 

professional(s) or any health or medical-related business operated by state licensed medical 

professional(s) duly licensed under the provisions of M.S. §§ 144.50 through 144.60, as 
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they may be amended from time to time, which provides therapeutic massage to its patients, 

shall not be deemed to be a massage establishment.  

MEDICAL OFFICE AND DENTAL CLINICS. An establishment which provides diagnostic 

and outpatient medical and dental treatment by a group of licensed health care practitioners or 

dentists. This includes all appurtenant administrative or other functions of such establishment. 

MICRO-DISTILLERY. A facility that produces ethyl alcohol, hydrated oxide of ethyl, spirits of 

wine, whiskey, rum, brandy, gin, or other distilled spirits, including all dilutions and mixtures 

thereof, for non-industrial use not to exceed 40,000 proof-gallons per calendar year.  

MINING. The extraction of sand, gravel, rock, soil, or other material from a parcel of land in an 

amount exceeding 1,000 cubic yards, and the removal of said material from the site with or without 

processing. The term MINING shall not include removal of materials in accordance with a building 

permit, grading permit, public improvement project, or other project receiving prior review and 

approval by the city.  

MOTEL. A building or group of buildings other than a hotel or bed and breakfast inn used as a 

temporary residence by the traveling public with rooms having a separate entrance providing 

direct access to the outside and providing motor vehicle parking located adjacent to or near to the 

sleeping rooms..  

 

MOTOR FREIGHT TERMINAL. A facility for freight operations, including, but not limited 

to, pickup, sorting and terminal operations, loading and unloading, and local delivery. 

MULTIPLE-FAMILY DWELLING. A residential structure composed of 3 or more dwelling 

units which may share common walls, ceilings, floors, or any combination thereof. Each dwelling 

unit shall be designed for and occupied exclusively by individual families living independently of 

each other.  

MURAL SIGN. See SIGN, MURAL.  

NAMEPLATE SIGN. See SIGN, NAMEPLATE.  

NONCONFORMITY. Any land, use, or structure lawfully existing on the effective date of this 

chapter which does not comply with all the requirements of this chapter or any amendments hereto 

governing the zone in which such land, use, or structure is located.  

NON-RIPARIAN. Not located on the bank of a natural watercourse.  

NOXIOUS MATTER. Matter capable of causing injury to living organisms by chemical reaction, 

or capable of causing detrimental effects on the physical or economic well-being of individuals.  

NURSING HOME. Any institution or facility required to be licensed as such by the State 

Commissioner of Health under M. S. Ch. 144A, as it may be amended from time to time.  

OBSTRUCTION. Any dam, wall, wharf, embankment, levee, dike, pile, abutment, projection, 

excavation, channel modification, culvert, building, wire, fence, stockpile, refuse, fill, structure, 
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or other matter in, along, across, or projecting into any channel, watercourse, or regulatory 

floodplain which may impede, retard, or change the direction of the flow of water, either in itself 

or by catching or collecting debris carried by such water.  

OFFICE SHOWROOM. A facility in which the handling of information or the performing of 

administrative services is conducted as a principal use; including services provided to persons both 

on-site and off-site on a walk-in or appointment basis. Up to 25% of the gross floor area of the 

structure may be used for the display of merchandise and equipment, and its sale to a customer 

where delivery of purchased merchandise is made directly to the ultimate consumer from a 

warehouse.  

OPAQUE. At least 80% of the view from the opposite side is blocked, when observed from a 

point perpendicular to the opaque material, fence, or wall.  

OPEN SALES LOT. Land devoted to the display of goods for sale, rent, trade, or advertising 

purposes, where such goods are not enclosed within a building, on a 24-hour-a-day basis for at 

least 7 days per year.  

OPEN SPACE (CONSERVATION). Any land or area, the preservation of which in its present 

use 

would: (1) conserve and enhance natural or scenic resources; or (2) protect streams or water 

supply; or (3) promote conservation of soils, wetlands, beaches, or tidal marshes; or (4) enhance 

the value to the public of abutting or neighboring parks, forests, wildlife preserves, nature 

reservations, or sanctuaries; or (5) enhance recreation opportunities. 

 

OPEN SPACE, (PASSIVE). A landscaped area or areas available for the common use of and is 

accessible by all residents or occupants of a development. Open space shall be calculated on a net 

basis which excludes private yards, private streets from back of curb to back of curb, public rights-

of-way, any areas within an easement: or any other non-recreational impervious surface area. 

Dedicated parkland shall not be used in calculating open space for a development. 

OPEN STORAGE. See EXTERIOR STORAGE.  

ORDINARY HIGH WATER LEVEL. The boundary of public waters or wetlands at an 

elevation delineated by the State Department of Natural Resources as the highest water level which 

has been maintained for a sufficient period of time to leave evidence upon the landscape, 

commonly that point where the natural vegetation changes from predominantly aquatic to 

predominantly terrestrial. For watercourses, the ORDINARY HIGH WATER LEVEL is the 

elevation of the top of the bank of the channel. For reservoirs and flowages, the ORDINARY 

HIGH WATER LEVEL is the operating elevation of the normal summer pool.  

OUTDOOR CAFÉ.  A seating area on a public sidewalk or plaza adjacent to a permitted use in 

the Central Business Zone B-3 where food and beverages are sold from the business operating 

such permitted use are consumed by its customersA seating area on a public sidewalk or plaza 

adjacent to a permitted use in the Central Business Zone B-3 where food and beverages are sold 

from the business operating such permitted use are consumed by its customers.  
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OVERLAY ZONE. See ZONE, OVERLAY.  

PARK. A natural or landscaped area, which may include both active and passive indoor and 

outdoor recreation and leisure activities, as well as grassland, forested land and wetlands. These 

areas may be public or private. 

PARKING SPACE. A suitably surfaced and permanently maintained area on privately owned 

property, either within a building or outside.  

PAWNSHOP. A facility operated by a pawnbroker which engages, in whole or in part, in the 

business of lending money on the security of tangible personal property actually delivered into the 

person’s possession, or in the business of purchasing tangible personal property to be left with the 

person on the condition that it may be redeemed or repurchased by the seller for a fixed price 

within a fixed period of time. No bank or other financial institutions shall be deemed a pawnshop 

for the purposes of this Code. 

PERFORMANCE STANDARDS. Criteria established to control noise, odor, dust, fumes, toxic 

or noxious matter, vibration, fire or explosive hazards, glare, heat, or other characteristics 

generated by or inherent in uses of land or structures.  

PERMITTED USE. See USE, PERMITTED.  

PERSONAL VEHICLE. See VEHICLE, PERSONAL. 

PET DAYCARE/PET BOARDING. An establishment in which animals, as permitted,  are kept 

or maintained for the care, training, exercise, or socializing, by a person other than the owner of 

the animals for a fee. This term may include grooming and pet walking services but does not 

include the breeding or selling of animals or facilities whose primary source of revenue is 

veterinarian services. 

PLACE OF WORSHIP / RELIGIOUS ASSEMBLY HALL. A church, synagogue, temple, 

mosque or other facility which is used for prayer or assembly by persons of similar beliefs, or a 

special purpose building that is architecturally designed or adapted for the primary use of 

conducting, on a regular basis, religious services and associated accessory uses.  

PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT. A process used to acquire approvals for a project or 

development which requires the preparation of plans as specified herein and, upon approval of said 

plans by the city, establishes the land use pattern; the density or intensity of use; yard, lot coverage, 

landscaping, building height, and spacing requirements; the architectural character of the project; 

pedestrian and vehicular system locations; outdoor storage; loading, signage, parking, and open 

space requirements and locations; and such other requirements as are deemed necessary and 

appropriate for the area encompassed by the planned unit development.  

PLANT NURSERY. A facility where plants are propagated and grown to useable size. This term 

includes; retail nurseries that sell to the general public, wholesale nurseries that sell only to 

business such as other nurseries and to commercial gardeners, private nurseries that supply the 

needs of institutions or private estates where they are located, and tree farms or other forestry uses. 

This term does not include landscape contractors or other similar uses. 
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PORTABLE SIGN. See SIGN, PORTABLE.  

POWER GENERATION FACILITY.  A power station, powerhouse, power generation plant or 

similar facility, other than a wind energy or solar energy conversion system or facility, that 

produces or generates electric power.  

PRINCIPAL USE. See USE, PRINCIPAL.  

PRIVATE LODGE/CLUB. An establishment owned or operated by a corporation, association, 

or person(s) for the purposes of carrying out a social, educational or recreational purpose, but not 

primarily for profit or to render a service that is customarily carried out as a business and is usually 

characterized by certain membership restrictions, regular meetings and a constitution or bylaws. 

PUBLIC BUILDING. Any structure sheltering or enclosing a governmental use or activity. Any 

building held, used, or controlled exclusively for public purposes by any department or branch of 

government, state, county, or municipal, without reference to the ownership of the building or of 

the realty upon which it is situated. A building belonging to or used by the public for the transaction 

of public or quasi-public business.  

PUBLIC INFORMATION SIGN. See SIGN, PUBLIC INFORMATION.  

PUBLIC OR PRIVATE SCHOOLS FOR GRADES PRE-K – 12. A facility which provides 

educational services for elementary and/or secondary students with a curriculum that complies 

with the State Department of Education. 

PUBLIC RECREATION. Any use commonly provided for and open to the public at parks, 

playgrounds, community centers, or other similar sites owned or operated by a unit of government 

for the purpose of providing recreation.  

REACH. A longitudinal segment of a stream or river influenced by a natural or human-made 

obstruction.  

REAR LOT LINE. See LOT LINE, REAR.  

REAR YARD. See YARD, REAR.  

RECREATIONAL EQUIPMENT. Any structure, device, or furnishing used for recreational 

purposes which is not larger than 600 square feet or 4,000 cubic feet including, but not limited to, 

swing sets and slides, sandboxes, picnic tables, jungle gyms, and similar items.  

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE. See VEHICLE, RECREATIONAL.  

RECYCLING/COMPOSTING FACILITY. An enclosed facility in which scrapped or salvaged 

materials are shredded, milled, crushed, ground, bought, sold, exchanged, stored, baled, packed, 

disassembled or handled, including but not limited to, construction debris, scrap iron and other 

metals, paper, rags, rubber tires, bottles, plastics, aluminum cans or organics. A Recycling Facility 

shall not include automobile wrecking or dismantling. 

REGIONAL FLOOD. A flood which is representative of large floods known to have occurred 

generally in the state and reasonably characteristic of what can be expected to occur on an average 
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frequency in the magnitude of the 100-year recurrence interval. REGIONAL FLOOD is 

synonymous with the term BASE FLOOD used in the flood insurance study for the city.  

REGULARLY or ON A REGULAR BASIS. The provision of day care services to 1 or more 

persons for a cumulative total of more than 30 days within a 12-month period. Provision of services 

for any part of a calendar day shall constitute provision of service for the entire calendar day.  

REGULATORY FLOOD PROTECTION ELEVATION. The elevation no lower than 1 foot 

above the elevation of the regional flood, plus any increases in flood elevation caused by 

encroachments on the floodplain that result from designation of a floodway.  

RESIDENTIAL FACILITY. A facility licensed by the state to provide 24-hour-a-day care, 

supervision, food, lodging, rehabilitation, training, education, habitation, or treatment outside a 

person’s own home. For this purpose, a person is any individual under 18 years of age or an 

individual who is 18 years of age or older and who has mental illness, mental retardation or a 

related condition, a physical handicap or a functional impairment, or who is chemically dependent 

or abuses chemicals.  

RESTAURANT, CLASS I. An establishment serving food to customers while seated at a counter 

or table and which does not serve alcoholic beverages or provide live entertainment.  

RESTAURANT, CLASS II. An establishment serving food to customers which is not a Class I 

restaurant.  

RETAIL. The sale of goods or services directly to the ultimate consumer.  

RETAIL CENTER. A commercial area containing 1 or more retail establishment(s) with a total 

building area in excess of 50,000 square feet.  

RIPARIAN. Located on the bank of a natural watercourse. SALES TRAILERS. A recreational 

vehicle, modular structure, or other similar structure used for the purpose of marketing homes, 

commercial, or industrial space.  

SANDWICH BOARD SIGN. See SIGN, FREE STANDING.  

SEASONAL SALES STANDS. An open-air facility which sells seasonal products directly to 

customers on site. These products include, but are not limited to, produce, fireworks, trees or other 

seasonal goods. 

SELF-STORAGE ESTABLISHMENT. An enclosed building with controlled access having 

compartments, rooms, spaces, lockers or other types of units that are individually leased, rented, 

sold or otherwise contracted for the storage of a customer’s goods or possessions. This use may 

be located within a single building or multiple buildings on a single lot. 

SENIOR HOUSING. A residential complex containing multifamily dwellings which are age-

restricted to those 55 years and older. Such facilities may include a congregate meals program in 

a common dining area but exclude institutional care such as medical or nursing care facilities. 
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SETBACK. The minimum horizontal distance between a structure and a lot line, ordinary high 

water level, or other specified item.  

SHORELAND. Land located within the following distances from public waters: 1,000 feet from 

the ordinary high water level of a lake, pond, or flowage; or 300 feet from a river or stream, or the 

landward extent of a floodplain designated by ordinance on such a river or stream, whichever is 

greater. The limits of the SHORELAND may be reduced whenever the waters involved are 

bounded by natural topographic divides which extend landward from the water for lesser distances 

and when approved by the Commissioner of the State Department of Natural Resources.  

SHORT TERM LODGING RENTAL.  An owner-occupied rental dwelling, whether rented 

partially or entirely for a term less than 30 days at a time and is rented for no more than a total of 60 days 

in a calendar year.   

SIDE LOT LINE. See LOT LINE, SIDE.  

SIDE YARD. See YARD, SIDE.  

SIGN. Any letter, work, symbol, device, poster, picture, statuary, reading matter, or representation 

in the nature of an advertisement, announcement, message, or visual communication whether 

painted, pasted, printed, affixed, or constructed which is displayed in view of the general public 

for informational or communicative purpose.  

SIGN, ADVERTISING. Any non-governmental sign located outdoors which advertises or directs 

attention to a business, profession, product, service, commodity, entertainment, event, or other 

activities not necessarily offered, sold, or rented upon the premises where the sign is located or to 

which it is attached.  

SIGN, ALPHA/NUMERIC MONOCHROME. A sign or portion of a sign that can display 

electronic non-pictorial text. In the case of gas stations, pricing boards for gasoline/diesel shall not 

be counted toward allowable signage area.  

SIGN AREA. The entire area within a single continuous perimeter enclosing the extreme limits 

of the actual sign surface This excludes any supports, uprights, or structures on which any sign is 

supported unless such supports, uprights, or structures are an integral part of the display or sign. 

Where the sign is double-faced, the SIGN AREA shall be calculated by measuring only 1 of the 

faces, meaning that the maximum sign area allowed shall be permitted on each face of the sign. 

Where the sign has more than 2 sides, all faces shall be limited to the total area permitted on 

double-faced signs, meaning that the total sign area allowed will decrease with additional faces.  

SIGN, AREA IDENTIFICATION. A free standing sign, located at the entrance to or within the 

identified premises, which identifies the name of a neighborhood, residential subdivision, 

multiple-family residential complex, shopping center or area, industrial area, office complex, 

planned unit development, or any combination of the above, but which does not advertise any 

business within the area.  

SIGN, DIRECTIONAL. A sign erected on private property for the purpose of directing vehicular 

and pedestrian traffic to facilities or functions open to the general public.  
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SIGN, ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTERS. A sign or portion of a sign that can 

electronically display any combination of words, graphics, pictorial text, and multiple colors. In 

the case of gas stations, pricing boards for gasoline/diesel shall not be counted toward allowable 

signage area.  

SIGN, FLASHING. A directly or indirectly illuminated sign or portion thereof that exhibits 

changing light or color effect by any means, so as to provide intermittent illumination that changes 

light intensity in sudden transitory bursts, and creates the illusion of intermittent flashing light by 

streaming, graphic bursts, showing movement, or any mode of lighting which resembles zooming, 

twinkling, or sparkling.  

SIGN, FREE STANDING. A sign which is placed in the ground and not affixed to any part of 

any structure. A FREE STANDING SIGN may be of any of the following types:  

1. FREE STANDING GROUND SIGN. A sign which is mounted on free standing shafts, 

posts, or walls which are 7 feet or less in height and are attached to the ground;  

2. FREE STANDING PYLON SIGN. A sign which is mounted on free standing shafts, 

posts, or walls which extend more than 7 feet in height and are attached to the ground; and  

3. SANDWICH BOARD SIGN. A sign which has 2 single face areas that are attached on 

only 1 end so as to create a triangular stance, but which is not permanently affixed to the 

ground.  

SIGN, GOVERNMENT. A sign which is erected by or with the approval of a governmental unit.  

SIGN, ILLUMINATED. A sign which has an artificial light source directed upon it or 1 which 

has an interior light source.  

SIGN, INSTITUTIONAL. A sign or bulletin board which identifies the name and other 

characteristics of a public or private institution on the site where the sign is located.  

SIGN, MURAL. Any mural or pictorial scene painted or attached on the wall of a structure or 

painted on a sign board affixed to a wall, and which has as its primary purpose artistic effect and 

an ideological or non-commercial message.  

SIGN, NAMEPLATE. A sign indicating the name of a building, building occupant, development, 

project, or any sign which serves as a directory of building occupants.  

SIGN, PORTABLE. A sign so designed as to be movable from 1 location to another and which 

is not permanently attached to the ground or any structure.  

SIGN, PUBLIC INFORMATION. A sign conveying information of general interest to the 

public, such as time, temperature, date, atmospheric conditions, or upcoming civic, community, 

cultural, social, or athletic events.  

SIGN, TEMPORARY. Any sign intended to be displayed for a limited period of time only.  

SIGN, WALL. Any sign which is attached or affixed to the exterior wall of any building, and 

projects from the wall 18 inches or less.  



 

 

SIGN, WINDOW. A sign attached to, placed upon, or painted on the interior or exterior of a 

window or door of a building and which is intended for viewing from the exterior of such building.  

SILO. A vertical, cylindrical structure, made of reinforced concrete, steel, timber, or materials 

which comply with building codes, used for storing grain, cement, or other materials necessary to 

the conduct of operations with a permitted or conditional permitted use in a specified zoning 

district.  

SINGLE-FAMILY DWELLING. A residential structure designed for and occupied exclusively 

by 1 family. 

SMALL BREWERY. A brewery that produces no more than 20,000 barrels of malt liquor in a 

calendar year.  

SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM. A complete design or assembly consisting of a solar energy 

collector, an energy storage facility (where used), and components to the distribution of 

transformed energy (to the extent they cannot be used jointly with a conventional energy system). 

To qualify as a solar energy system, the system must be permanently located for not less than 90 

days in any calendar year beginning with the first calendar year after completion of construction. 

STREET. A public right-of-way affording primary access by pedestrians and vehicles to abutting 

properties.  

STRUCTURE. Anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires a location on, below, 

or above, the ground, or attached to something having a location on the ground, including signs 

and fences. 

SUBDIVISION. The creation of 1 or more lots under the provisions of Ch. 150.  

TAPROOM. An area for the on-sale consumption of malt liquor produced by the brewer for 

consumption on the premises of or adjacent to 1 brewery location owned by the brewer. A 

TAPROOM may also include sales for off-premises consumption of malt liquor produced at the 

brewery location or adjacent to the TAPROOM and owned by the brewer for off-premises 

consumption, packaged subject to M.S. § 340A.301, subd. 7(b), as it may be amended from time 

to time, or its successor.  

TASTING ROOM, WINERY/DISTILLERY.  An area for the on-sale consumption of distilled 

spirits or wine produced on the premises of, or adjacent to 1 winery or 1 distillery and in common 

ownership to the producer of the wine or distilled spirits. The tasting room area may include sales 

for off-premises consumption of products produced by the owner of the winery or distillery 

location if permissible by state law.  

TAVERN.  An establishment where the primary business is the on-premises sale and consumption 

of alcoholic beverages and where the incidental sale of food for consumption on the premises may 

also occur.  

TEMPORARY SIGN. See SIGN, TEMPORARY.  

Formatted: All Capts, Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri),

11 pt, Pattern: Clear



 

 

THEATER. An enclosed establishment or facility which presents motion pictures or live 

performances for observation by patrons. This term does not include outdoor theaters or 

amphitheaters. 

TOE OF THE BLUFF. The lower point of a 50 feet segment with an average slope exceeding 

18%.  

TOP OF THE BLUFF. The higher point of a 50 feet segment with an average slope exceeding 

18%.  

TOWER. Any pole, spire, structure, or combination thereof including supporting lines, cables, 

wires, braces, and masks; intended primarily for the purpose of mounting an antenna, 

meteorological device, or similar apparatus above grade.  

TOWNHOUSE. A residential structure consisting of 2 or more contiguous dwelling units, sharing 

only common walls, each having access through separate individual entrance/exits adjacent to a 

lot line, and each having separate garage/storage areas.  

TWO-FAMILY DWELLING. A residential structure composed of no more than 2 dwelling units 

which may share common walls, ceilings, floors, or any combination thereof. Each dwelling unit 

shall be designed for and occupied exclusively by individual families living independently of each 

other.  

USE. The purpose or activity for which the land or structure thereon is designated, arranged, or 

intended, or for which it is occupied or maintained.  

USE, ACCESSORY. A use or structure subordinate to and serving the principal use or structure 

on the same lot and customarily incidental thereto.  

USE, CONDITIONAL. A use which is generally permitted within the zone, but which requires 

special review and limitations because if not carefully located or designed may have a detrimental 

impact on neighboring properties or the city.  

USE, INTERIM. A temporary use of property until a particular date, until the occurrence of a 

particular event, or until zoning regulations no longer permit the use.  

USE, PERMITTED. A use which may be lawfully established in a zone provided it conforms 

with all requirements, regulations, and performance standards of such zone.  

USE, PRINCIPAL. The main use of land or a structure, as distinguished from a subordinate or 

accessory use.  

UTILITY SERVICES. Services supplying gas, electric, transportation, water, sewer, cable, or 

land line telephone service to the general public.  

UTILITY SERVICE STRUCTURES. Any building or structure necessary for the operation of 

public or private utility services. This does not include water towers or electrical substations, or 

any buildings constructed to house sanitary lift station controls 
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VARIANCE. A modification or relaxation of the provisions of this chapter where it is determined 

that by reason of special and unusual circumstances relating to a specific lot, that strict application 

of this chapter would cause an undue hardship, or that strict conformity with the provisions of this 

chapter would be unreasonable, impractical, or unfeasible under the circumstances.  

VEHICLE. Any device in, upon, or by which any person or property is or may be transported or 

drawn upon a street, except devices used exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks.  

VEHICLE, COMMERCIAL. Any vehicle other than a personal vehicle or recreational vehicle.  

VEHICLE, PERSONAL. Any self-propelled vehicle designed and used for the carrying of not 

more than 15 persons, including the driver, truck with a rated carrying capacity of 1 ton or less, 

motorcycle, or motorbike.  

VEHICLE, RECREATIONAL. Any self-propelled vehicle or vehicle propelled or drawn by a 

self-propelled vehicle used for recreational purposes, including, but not limited to, RVs, campers, 

snowmobiles, trail bikes, or other all-terrain vehicles, boats, hovercrafts, or motor vehicles licensed 

for highway operation which may be used for off-road recreational purposes.  

VEHICLE RENTAL FACILITY. An establishment which engages in the rental of personal 

motor vehicles which may also contain incidental storage or light servicing of rental vehicles. 

VEHICLE RENTAL FACILITY (COMMERCIAL). An establishment which engages in the 

rental of commercial motor vehicles which may also contain incidental storage or light servicing 

of commercial rental motor vehicles. 

VEHICLE REPAIR. A facility which engages in the service, or industry involving the 

maintenance, repair, servicing, or painting of automobiles, trucks, vans and motorcycles is 

conducted or rendered. This excludes commercial wrecking or dismantling, scrap or salvage yards, 

tire recapping and truck-tractor repair.   

VEHICLE SALES, AUCTION.  A facility that sells operable new and/ or used vehicles at 

wholesale by means of an auction. Parts of vehicles, or salvage titled vehicles are not included in 

this definition. 

VEHICLE SALES (NEW). An establishment providing the retail sale of new motor vehicles 

including the buying, selling, leasing or displaying of any new motor vehicle. This term includes 

incidental storage and maintenance of new vehicles. New Vehicle Sales establishments may sell 

used vehicles as accessory to the primary new vehicle sales use. 

WALL SIGN. See SIGN, WALL.  

WAREHOUSING. A facility which provides indoor storage of materials, equipment or products 

as a primary use. 

WETLAND. Land transitional between terrestrial and aquatic systems where the water table is 

usually at or near the surface or the land is covered by shallow water, as defined in M.S. § 

103G.005, subd. 19, as it may be amended from time to time.  
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WHOLESALE. An establishment which is engaged in the sale of goods to retailers or other 

business or industrial users, or to other wholesalers and not direct retail sales to the general 

public.The sale of goods to an intermediary for resale to another intermediary or to the ultimate 

consumer.  

WINDOW SIGN. See SIGN, WINDOW.  

WINERY. An establishment where wine is made, processed and warehoused for wholesale 

distribution. This term does not include the growing of grapes or direct retail sales to customers 

on site. 

Wind Energy Conversion System (WECS). A machine that converts the kinetic energy in the 

wind into a usable form (commonly known as a wind turbine or windmill). The WECS includes 

all parts of the system except the tower and the transmission equipment. 

YARD. An open space on a lot surrounding a principal structure, which is unoccupied and 

unobstructed from the ground to the sky, except by landscaping or an eave not exceeding 24 inches 

in width.  

YARD, FRONT. The yard extending the width of the lot from the front lot line to the building 

setback line.  

YARD, REAR. The yard extending the width of the lot extending from the rear lot line to the rear 

yard setback line.  

YARD, SIDE. The yard extending along the side lot line between the front and rear yards, 

extending perpendicularly from the side lot line to the side yard setback line.  

ZONE. An area or areas within the city for which the regulations and requirements of this chapter 

governing uses, lot, and bulk of structures and premises are uniform.  

ZONE, OVERLAY. A zone whose regulations and requirements are added to the regulations and 

requirements of another zone, in order to address particular topographic or development concerns. 
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